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Catholic School's Week. 

In the gospel we have just heard Jesus calls the apostles Peter, Andrew, James and John 

and asks them to follow him. I like this gospel for a couple of reasons. Firstly, because 

while I remember very little about my time in National School, I do remember hearing 

this gospel one day in religion class. Somehow it must have got under my skin, because 

if you asked me today why I became a priest I believe it had something to do with hearing 

that gospel. 

 

Now you might think that the day I became a priest was for me the most important day 

of my life but in fact you would be wrong. A very famous Dutchman Cardinal Suenens 

once said that the greatest moment in the life of a pope is not the day of his installation, 

but rather the day of his baptism. The day he is called to live the Christian life and trust 

in the gospel. This too is our calling. To live as Jesus lived, to be faithful to our Christian 

calling. Faithful to our calling by loving God, and loving, caring and respecting those 

around us. And loving, caring and respecting the physical world He has created for each 

of us. So for you and me, the greatest, the most important day in our lives was the day 

we were baptized. 

 

Which brings me to the second reason I like this gospel. The interesting thing about the 

apostles in the gospel is that they just dropped everything and followed Jesus. They left 

their known everyday lives and in a sense walked into the unknown with Jesus. They 

followed Jesus because of an extraordinary grace, grace to say yes to an extraordinary 

man and especially to trust him with their lives. Grace to leave a profitable fishing job, 

or a job in taxation and follow this man Jesus wherever he might lead. 

 

One thing we can be certain about is that they did not receive a script; none of them were 

told what this decision would mean for them. It was only through hard experience 

that they learnt what that decision would cost them. Jesus gradually revealed their mission 

and purpose as he travelled with him - Each day of your life be ready for a cross, a 

difficulty. When invited to a dinner, always take the lowest place. As followers of the 

Son of God, you are here to serve, not to be served. If someone hits you, turn the other 

cheek. When you love, love especially the sinner, the outcast, the powerless and the poor. 

If hurt by anyone, forgive not seven times, but seventy times seven. And none this of 

course is easy. 

 

And despite their failings, Judas for example was to sell Jesus for silver and even Peter 

denied him three times, despite all that, led by Peter these men spread the gospel across 

the known world. And it took hold because in the middle of a cruel and dangerous world 

it was such a positive message, of a loving God, of loving, caring and respecting each 

other and the world around them. 

 

Like the apostles, we cannot predict what the journey of life will bring or where it will 

take us. We too must travel without a script. Only gradually through experience will we 

come to understand what following Christ will mean for us, what it means to believe 

and to trust. But of this we can be sure, we are not alone, God ceaselessly travels the 

road with us. 

 

Bishop Leo has just returned from Rome where he has been visiting Pope Francis along 

with all the Irish bishops. Pope Francis has also answered the call of Christ to follow him. 

Like Peter he too when he set out on that journey had no idea where that call would bring 

him. After a lifetime as a priest and bishop in Argentina, experiencing many difficulties 

and problems along the way, he is now the Pope the successor of Peter. I often think about 



that moment when he was setting out to Rome to elect a Pope four years ago. Of him 

carrying his bag and locking the door of his apartment behind him in Buenos Aires and 

taking a plane to Rome. Never to return. Think about it - never to return. Someone else 

had to pack his possessions and send them to Rome. His whole life changed in an instant. 

What a commitment - walking into the unknown with his home now the wider world. 

He must have been scared out of his wits, and yet he has endured because of his absolute 

faith and trust in God. 

 

Pope Francis challenges young people like you to be generous, to have great ideals, the 

wish to do great things to respond to what God is asking of you. To do well the routine 

things of every day, all the daily tasks and actions, meetings with people, and always 

with a great heart open to God. He talks about your need for freedom and service. 

Freedom in the sense of the ability to think about what you do, being able to assess what 

is good and bad, always opting for the good and not being afraid to go against the tide. 

To believe in your inner strength. And service in the sense of 

being open to others, especially the poor and needy. And working hard to improve the 

world you live in. 

 

The world you live in, is described by Pope Francis as our God given home, our 

common home. And he is very worried about the dangers it faces. Not only the daily 

problems of wars and famines experienced by so many across our world but the mortal 

danger faced by so many people due to climate change. A danger created by our own 

man made activity. For example: 

Across the world even as the quality of available water is constantly diminishing, in 

some places there is a growing tendency, despite its scarcity, to privatize this resource, 

turning it into a saleable commodity. Yet access to free, safe, drinkable water is and 

should be a basic and universal human right, since it is essential to human survival. 

 

 

Each year sees the disappearance of thousands of plant and animal species, which we 

will never know, which our children will never see, because they have been lost forever. 

The great majority of them become extinct for reasons related to human activity. 

Because of us, he says, thousands of species will no longer give glory to God by their 

very existence, nor convey their message to us. This cannot be allowed to continue. 

 

For Pope Francis to follow Christ is to love, care and respect each other but also to love, 

care and respect the world around us, to protect our common home. 

You are all transition year students heading towards your final years in school. 

Struggling with in particular what you would like to do in life. As you do so be conscious 

of the call Christ has given each of you at baptism. Always trust in your God given inner 

strength and goodness. And answer that call as best you can but in particular by trusting 

God and asking him to help you make right decisions. 

And be always conscious of the advice of Pope Francis. To make a place for God in 

your lives and to do whatever you can to preserve and enhance our planet, to protect 

our common home, the home that God has given to each of us. 


