Mass Of Thanksgiving for the Life and Ministry of Leo O’Reilly
9 June 2019
William Shakespeare, in part 2 scene 1 of his play King Henry VI, has the King deliver a wonderful line, which is half prayer and half statement: He says O Lord that lends me life, lend me a heart replete with thankfulness. In this short sentence the King acknowledges that his life has been given to him by God and he asks that same God to give him a heart that is full of gratitude:  O Lord that lends me life, lend me a heart replete with thankfulness. What a lovely prayer.  It seems to me that one of the keys to living a happy life is to recognise that everything - life and health, family and friends, love and laughter, music, literature and art,  the world we live in all its diversity and beauty - all these things are gifts given to us by God, gifts never to be taken for granted. And if this is so, if all we have is gifted to us, then our hearts should be, as Shakespeare puts it, replete with thankfulness, and we should, in our prayer, be forever giving thanks to God. 
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God we say in the Preface of every Mass and St Paul, in his first Letter to the Thessalonians says: Be happy at all times, pray constantly, and for all things give thanks to God. So perhaps we should count our blessings more, complain less and even in our prayer have less petitioning prayers and more prayers of thanksgiving, prayers that come from a grateful heart. And if we pray like that not much else is needed.  Meister Eckhart, the German mystic and philosopher put it this way. He said:  If the only prayer one gives in one’s whole life is thanks, that will be enough.
We gather here in the Cathedral of St Patrick & Felim in Cavan on this Pentecost Sunday to celebrate the Eucharist, that great prayer of thanksgiving, and in doing so we give thanks to God for the life and ministry of Leo O’Reilly, who was ordained a priest by Bishop Austin Quinn here in this cathedral fifty years ago on 15 June 1969. Leo was ordained for the diocese of Kilmore along with Eamonn Bredin and Dan Sheridan who sadly died last January after a short illness. These three, exceptionally bright young men, who could have chosen any career they wished, opted to serve God and the people of God here in the diocese of Kilmore, and so today, fifty years later, we gather as a diocese to give thanks and praise to God. 
God alone knows what influenced Leo, and all his classmates who were ordained fifty years ago, to become priests. Today’s readings for the feast of Pentecost, may provide us with some clues. The reading from the Acts of the Apostles describe how the apostles were all gathered in one room on that first Pentecost when what seemed like tongues of fire came to rest on the head of each one of them and they were all filled with the Holy Spirit. And then, filled with the Holy Spirit, all timidity and fear left, them and they went out bravely and preached the Good News about Jesus Christ. 
[bookmark: _GoBack]The fact that Leo O’Reilly went into Maynooth in 1962 and was ordained a priest seven years later is evidence that his interests were, as St Paul puts it in the second reading, not in the unspiritual but in the spiritual. And because Leo was interested in the spiritual he welcomed into his life that same Holy Spirit that had descended on the apostles and following his ordination, he too, like the first disciples, went out and preached the Good News about Jesus Christ and has faithfully continued to do so ever since then.  Today, fifty years later, we congratulate you Leo on reaching the Golden Jubilee of your ordination, and we thank you for your remarkable ministry of service, for that unselfish giving of yourself, that has been the hallmark of your priesthood over all the years.  And in thanking you we give thanks to God for the gift you have been to our diocese and for the blessings your ministry has brought to us all.
So, as I mentioned, Leo O’Reilly was ordained a priest on 15 June 1969 and then, as you know, he was ordained a bishop on 20 November 1996 and, less than two years later, was installed as bishop of Kilmore in a special ceremony here in this cathedral on 16 October 1998. And ever since then, until he retired on 31 December last, Bishop Leo has worked tirelessly for the good of the diocese and the good of the church here in Kilmore. So Leo, today, as we celebrate the Golden Jubilee of your ordination to the priesthood we also gather as a diocese to thank you for being our bishop, and for being such a good bishop,  for more than twenty years. And as we thank you we give thanks to God for your ministry as our bishop here in Kilmore.


Bishop Leo has worked tirelessly for more than twenty years to involve all the people of God in the life of the church here in Kilmore - along the lines prescribed in the Second Vatican Council.  During his time as bishop three diocesan Pastoral Assemblies were held, in which lay, religious and priests of the diocese gathered to listen to one another and to draw up pastoral plans for the diocese.   Pastoral Councils and Church Finance Committees were set up in every parish and a Diocesan Pastoral Council and other diocesan committees, with lay and religious representatives, were established during that time. To meet the needs of a changing world, parishes have been grouped into pastoral areas and pastoral assistants have been appointed in many of these pastoral areas. Also during the episcopate of Bishop Leo the ministry of deacon has been introduced into the diocese with two deacons, Padraig Kelly and Andy Brady now ministering in the diocese.
This past twenty five years has been a time of tremendous change here in Ireland. It also has been a time during which the church has been brought to its knees with revelations of one scandal after another involving church personnel. Here in Kilmore Bishop Leo has steered a steady ship through these choppy waters and he oversaw the establishment of excellent child and vulnerable adult safeguarding policies and practices. These safeguarding policies, which involves a diocesan safeguarding director, safeguarding personnel in every parish and a diocesan safeguarding committee, have been highly praised in two national audit reports. In fact Kilmore has been regarded as one of the best examples of good-safeguarding practices, so much so that Sr Suzie Duffy and Fr Kevin Fay have been invited to an international safeguarding conference in Rome next month to outline some of the safeguarding polices in place here in the diocese.
During his episcopacy Bishop Leo facilitated the building of the wonderful new diocesan college, St Patrick’s College, Cavan – a facility that is the envy of many other dioceses. Besides he oversaw the restoration of the beautiful Hague building, the former St Patrick’s College, which is now functioning as a diocesan pastoral centre. He also appointed a new Finance Officer who has, in the last few years, revolutionized the way in which finances are managed both at parish and diocesan level. 
I could go on, but I know that Bishop Leo is squirming as I speak and I do not want to embarrass him overmuch. But we, the lay people, religious and priests of the diocese, wanted to gather here today to thank you Leo for being our bishop for such a long time and for working so incredibly hard on our behalf for more than two decades. We are missing you now but we are delighted that you got to retire at the end of last year. We thank God for you and for the gift you have been to our diocese over the years and we hope that you will be blessed with a long, happy and healthy retirement. Today as we gather to celebrate the Golden Jubilee of your ordination and to mark your retirement as our bishop we say thanks to you and we give thanks to God for you. In the words of William Shakespeare, our hearts are replete with thankfulness.
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